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THE WHITE HOUSE ~

e WASHINGTON

ACTION _
January 10, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL SCOWCROFT

FROM: N BUD McFARLANE

Tom Korologos called to report a long conversation he had with Braswell
yesterday in which the latter expressed Stennis' general disgruntlement

over the '"mismanagement of the CIA problem." While Stennis has no
specific criticism and Tom felf he just wanted to be consulted,;. Tom felt

~that the latter point had some merit and ought to be taken seriously.

Stennis expects that unless there is an early dialogue between the White
House and appropriate Congressional leaders (to include Stennis), at least
four separate attacks will be well launched without our being able to do
anything about it, For example, the Demo caucus will meet on Monday
and the leaders will try to get endorsement for establishing a '"select
committee to investigate the CIA domestic activities! ala Sam Ervin.

- This-wonld be in addition to the work of the oversight. commlttees,
Forelgn Relatlons, Muskle and others,

- I asked Tom if he was certa.in of the last point since the Demo caucus
- effort could be a Mansfield initiative to centralize the inquiry in one body.

Tom wasn't certain but stated that Stennis felt that since he had not been

- consulted by Mansfield, that the select committee idea might not neces sar-

ily be good; that is, he believes Mansfield would have to put on it at least -
two or three Liberals, Further, since even Mansfield recognizes that the
House cannot be cut out of the action,that the select committee might be

a joint effort and would mclude a few freshman Liberals out to make a
na.me for themselves.

Two. points can be drawn from the above, (1) Is the Vice President or
‘the Executive Director of the Citizens Committee talking to the key Con- .

- gressional players (not only Mansfield and Albert but Stennis, Hebert,

Braswell, Nedzi, and others. (2) Is it not in the Vice President's
‘interest to recognize Stennis! importance in a very concrete way (I say .
‘this rhetorically -- obviously he does). Omne way to manifest it, however,
is by having one of Stennis' people on the staff. In this regard, Gene
Ainsworth who is very close to Stennis (Gene is a Missis sippi Democrat)
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urges that the Vice President consider taking on William'Spell,‘ a former
legislative aide, press spokesman and political advisor to Stennis, The
attached doesn't provide much basis for judging Spell (see Tab B), but
Ainsworth is very high on him as a man of highest integrity with the
closest ties to Stennis. Stan Kimmet has already endorsed Spell directly
to Jim Cannon on the Vice President!'s staff, If you wish to further
endorse Spell's candidacy, you could send the attached mermorandum to
~Cannon (Tab A), ‘ ' .
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MEMORANDUM FOR; JIM CANNON
FROM: BRENT SCOWCROFT
SUBJECT: Citimens Comumission Support Staff

This {s to bring to your attention the interest of My, William E,
Spell in serving on the staff of the Citizens Commission, Although
1 do not know Mr, Spell personally, he has been recommended as

a man of great integrity and knowledge of the statutory charter
governing CIA operations. For further information concerning

Mr. Spell, I would refer you to Senator Steanie with whom Mr, Spell
served for six years.

RMcf:nm: 1/10/75
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Public Relations executive, attorney, former
aide to Senator John Stennis, part-owner and
“public affairs counsel of Godwin Advertising
Agency, Inc., of fackson, Mississippi.

A dumn good operator. . rery knoieledgeable on
detatls, He has the kim} of rapport pessonally with
people smecded b woee an operation, very f«zrrfmgm
w fuh showing the proper reserve ichen necessary.
SO hark Alellenhiolt fos s patitcy prose winning weacnadisg lor

e Des Mhnes flowar Rejster- e and now deputy
voutisd o Prosident Nigar

“oowe at CBS have a very small Hst, maybe oo

orthree persons, of whont we consider fotally straight.

Amony Hrem is Bilf Spelf.””
Sl Westeonan, Poaadinem ot Cadumbig Sroadeasting Sya-
e’ CEave e St

M s peaple like Bill Spell and fris Sevator who make
ws stap ad Hiink and wot be just kaeejerk liberals.”

b

I would rate Bill Spell almost above everybody!™
. -s-Svl Westerman

TS far as keow e s misre thoroughly teusted Hran
any other senite uu;rluuu I fue tells ws something,
e tells the truth: olierivise, e docsnt say i,

S Rubert MeCarmnh, NBU Capital Correspomident and prast

presodent of the Radie- Televicon (nru“mhnl
A naion

e nevee eand gt hing desogatery about him and
L Hhabs a Bt of anoaeliiviement i this haen.”
-Rabwst MeConnick

This is te icay s contempararies speak of Bill Spell.
- comting bo speak to the i Public Refations Associa-
tron of Lonisuind on March 2ot

--SBlvia Westerman

Public Relations

~ Association of Louisiana

Presents

BILL SPELL

PRINCE MURAT INN

Monday, March 26 6:30 p.m.

A practicing public relations profes-
sional of the first order, Bill Spell has
a simple crédo, which he outlines as

follows:

“You've got to know what the facts
are. The facts have got to support your
position.. Then you have to com-
municate those facts in such a way as
to get to the people your strong points
and your adversary’s weak points.
There’s no sleight of hand involved.

.just a matter of using your
resources.’

That he followed thls formula and
that it led him to enviable success
while serving as a top assistant to
Senator John Stennis, is most evident.

His career with Senator Stennis
lasted some six years, during which
time it was said of him that “he was
the motivating force behind Stennis in
his nationally-heralded confrontations
with Defense Secretary Robert
McNamara and HEW Secretary Robert
Finch.”"

rrobably noe congress:onal mde in
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to the inner circles of politics in our,
nation capital than did Bill Spell.

Probably no one is better informed
on the “ins and outs,”” the excitement,
and the routines than is Bill Spell.

It will be a real experience for PRAL
members to hear his remarks on a most
provocative subject on March 26.

Billis a native of Georgetown, Miss.,
and spent the carly years of his profes-
sional life on the working staffs of the

Jackson Daily News and the Clarion-”

Ledger, and Radio Station WSLI,
where he initiated the first dail
boradcast reports from the Mississipyp
Legislature.

A graduate of Mississippi College,
he is also a graduate of the Jackson
School of Law, and is a member of the
Mississippi Bar Association. He cur-
rently holds the rank of Coloncl in the
U. S. Air Force Reserve, assigned as
special assistant to the Commander
USAF Systems Command.

“WHAT YOU'VE ALWAYS WANTED
TO KNOW ABOUT WASHINGTON,
BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK.”

WILLIAM E. “BILL” SPELL
former aide to .
Senator John Stennis of Mississippi

TIME: 6:30 P.M.
DATE: Monday, March 26, 1973
PLACE: Prince Murat Inn
Nicholson Drive

CASH BAR
'DINNER $6.00 PER PERSON

Please Call
Jack Saaders — 357-8641
no later than Friday, March 23
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